Dear Ravens Class of 2027:

Congratulations on your selection to attend the College of Information and Cyberspace
(CIC)! It is my sincere pleasure to welcome you to a community dedicated to preparing leaders
for the realities of national security in the digital age.

Your selection for CIC reflects your proven leadership, professional excellence, and
potential to serve at increasingly senior levels of responsibility. In this year ahead, you will
achieve another academic milestone full of opportunities for growth along the way. You will
deepen and expand your understanding of what it will take to operate effectively in the future
national security environment, where strategic advantage increasingly depends on how well we
integrate cyberspace operations, information advantage, data, and emerging technologies into
decision-making and action.

In real-world operations and strategic competition, the cyber domain and broader
information environment are not adjunct capabilities; rather, they are integrated into every aspect
of modern power projection and decision-making. From contested networks and critical
infrastructure defense to influence operations, artificial intelligence integration, and digital
transformation, cyberspace and information are central to operational success and strategic
outcomes. Our rigorous program will push you beyond your comfort zone. Through intensive
seminar dialogue, interdisciplinary study, and engagement with practitioners and experts, you
will build the intellectual agility and strategic judgment required to operate in contested
information environments. This experience is designed to stretch your thinking, refine your
leadership approach, and strengthen the foundations upon which you will build the next phase of
your career. This year will be demanding, but it will also be transformative.

CIC exists to ensure you will be prepared to lead in this increasingly complex world. Our
mission is to develop strategic leaders who can translate technical complexity into coherent
policy, integrate cyber and information capabilities into national strategy, and guide
organizations through continuous technological change. Throughout this year, you will be
challenged to sharpen your strategic thinking, strengthen your ability to communicate with
precision and clarity, and operate confidently amid ambiguity and rapid innovation.

Equally important are the relationships you will develop. CIC brings together military
officers, civilian leaders, interagency professionals, industry experts, and international fellows,
each contributing unique operational insights and strategic perspectives. The trust and
professional networks you form here will be invaluable as you confront shared challenges across
the joint, interagency, intergovernmental, and multinational landscape.

On behalf of our faculty and staff, welcome to the College of Information and
Cyberspace. We are committed to your success and stand ready to support you and your families
throughout the academic year. I look forward to meeting each of you, hearing your story, and
partnering with you as we prepare to lead in an increasingly contested and consequential
information environment.

Elizabeth Phu
Chancellor



